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H.E. Ms. XXX XXX (co-chair), Minister of Urban Development and Housing of
Ecuador,

H.E. Ms. Maryse Gautier (co-chair), Auditor, Ministry of Sustainable
Development of France,

Member countries, and

Dr. Joan Clos, Secretary-General of Habitat 11l Conference and Executive
Director of UN-Habitat

Let me begin by welcoming the UN resolution in this January that has
mandated the convening of the United Nations conference, HABITAT Il in
Quito, Ecuador in 2016.We would also like to express our profound
appreciation at the beginning of the second Preparatory committee meeting,
as the host country to the regional office of Asian-Pacific region in the city
of Fukuoka.
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We are committed to engaging proactively in the preparatory
process towards the UN conference. Last April, we established a
National Committee for Habitat III and submitted our National
Report to the Secretariat last September.

Let me raise two major progresses after the first preparatory
committee meeting.
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1) BEHAHKRE

Let me first draw your attention to the “Third United Nations
World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction” that was held last
month in Sendai City in Japan.

In 2011, the region of Tohoku, where the city of Sendai 1s located,
was severely affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake and
has been on the road of reconstruction, thanks to the warm
supports by many of the member countries. I would like to express
our sincere gratitude for your continued interests in the region.
FTIESEIAIC, EIEFHABKEEN. DHAEOUETHESNZZLZH LR
WERBWET, TERHMDEY. WWEDHLHERILHAIL 4 FRFIZ. RARXKEXLICREOLN K
THRBEEZTFELEDL, FELLCDEMIVXEIZIERDOTONBELDDOHS D, CD&
SHEELREENDESBZHNATHIENTEELz, ROTREBBLLEIFET,

More than 6,000 participants attended the third UN Conference from 187
countries and we had the great honor to welcome Dr. Joan Clos in Sendai.
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The Conference adopted the Sendail Declaration and Framework
for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 after days of discussions,
which expresses the firm determination of international society to

enhance the efforts to strengthen disaster risk reduction.
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The government of Japan stresses, as a key concept, the
importance of ”“Build Back Better’ 2. In the process of
reconstruction, we are addressing the major challenges that Japan
as a whole 1s now faced with: Aging of population, hollowing out of
industry, and development of a sustainable energy society, and so
on. We should take advantage of the reconstruction process to
build a “future society of creativity and opportunities” in Tohoku,
ahead of the rest of the country.
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In the preparatory process of HABIAT IlIl, we believe that building a
disaster resistant society is a priority facing a progressively urbanising
world and we are hoping that the core idea of the Third United Nations
World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction will be further elaborated
and well integrated into the HABITAT Il preparatory process and other
UN-conferences.
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2) ENEDERE

In addition to building a disaster resilient society, let me also raise
another challenge facing Japan, a demographic shrinking and
progressive ageing that no other country have already experienced.
Presently, we are thus discussing our National Spatial Strategy, a
statutory plan for ten-years, which will propose remedies from
long term viewpoint.
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This new strategy is expected to present a vision for the coming
decade straddling the year 2020 of Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic
games, the decisive opportunity for the mnational spatial
development of Japan. Urban and regional planning is expected to
play a key role by defining the future of our country.
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It would be a great pleasure for us, if emerging countries could
draw lessons learnt from the trial and errors of our trajectory of
urban and regional development and planning throughout the
high economic growth period, as well as from our challenges to
regenerate cities and regions facing hyper-aging society towards a
truly affluent and resilient society.
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For this purpose, we wish to collaborate closely with UN Habitat
secretariat, in particular with Regional Office in Fukuoka working
for 28 Asian Pacific countries throughout the preparatory process
towards HABIAT III.
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Thank you very much.



