Distinguished Chairs, Ministers, Exceliences,
Dear Colleagues,

| have the honour fo speak on behalf of Auslria.

First | would like to thank Ecuador and the City of Quito for hosting the third UN Conference
on Housing and Sustainable Urban Developmeni, and | also extend my gratilude lo everyone
contributing to its successful preparalior. | am plessed to laks part in Ihis histarical
Conference and look forward to the adoption of the New Urban Agenda, an Agenda with an
universal scope on the ongeing urbanizalion process for sustainable development and its

various dimensions.

Austria is in a very privileged situation - there are no galed communities, no gethos - cities
are safe for women. Our housing constrution remains very sitable throughout ithe last ten
years and the energy efficiency nearly doubled since lh= 1980ies. All these kay performance
indicators show the effective sector of fimiled profit housing associalions. Approximalely 24%
of total housing stock and one third of total new conslruclion are carried oul by the fimited
profit housing associations. These limited profil housing associalions can contribule to
affordable, inclusive as well as energy efficient housing:

Allthough they are alfowed to make profit, most of the profits have lo be reinvested into new
construction. This low profit distribution to its owners lead o a circle of new conslruction. Via

the cost coverage principle, rents are refatively low.

This system is safeguarded through a strict audit and conlrol regime: supervisory authorities
are the provincial governments, atso responsible for housing subsidies. Limited profit housing
associations get annual inspections and audits by certified accountants, including the entire
financial and business conduct. These audits avoid misconduct and spread innovation in this
sector. We think, that this system might act as a best practice example and shows, that
social housing should not only adress the pooresl among Uus, but also the wide middle class
to facilitate inclusiveness and 1o prevenl social segregalion.

Let me adress another imporiant issue: The humanitarian concern of prolection of civilians

against the use of explosive weapons in populated areas gets in the last years increasing
attention by non-governmental organisations, the Inlernationai Commitlee of the Red Cross,

[T

the Secretary General of the United Nations and an increasing number of slates.
Austria is actively participating in this discussion, having organisec @ meeting of experts in
September 2015 and a meeting of like-minded ceuntries on 4 October 2016 ip the framework
of the General Assembly of the United Nations in New York, which formulated a political

declaration on this important subject.

Having said that, | believe that we should think globally and act locally. Together we can
bring the global New Urban Agenda locally lo life. We should not miss this hislorical
momentum, creating a new world, a better world not only for us, bul also for our chitdren.




