A Walk to Reclaim City Spaces for CityMakers
December 31, 2010

The CityMakers Collective organised a walk to reclaim city spaces for homeless citizens or  ‘CityMakers’, in New Delhi, on December 31, 2010. It is because they are the real builders of the city that we use the term ‘CityMakers’ for homeless citizens (like construction workers, rickshaw pullers, ragpickers and other daily wage workers). The event was aimed towards reclaiming city spaces for and with CityMakers without whose sweat and labour all our big urban centres would stop functioning. The ‘Free Binayak Sen Campaign’ members, too, joined the walk to demand the release of Dr. Binayak Sen, an internationally renowned health and human rights worker, who has been sentenced to life imprisonment by a local court in Chhattisgarh, for ‘sedition’ and ‘conspiracy’. 
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The walk started from Nigambodh Ghat, Yamuna Pushta, at 8:30 pm on December 31, 2010 and, after two long detours because of police security and the cops' refusal to let the team walk together in a group, ended at Hanuman Mandir, Connaught Place at 12 midnight. The IGSSS team, along with CityMakers at Hanuman Mandir, ushered in the New Year with group songs, some play-acting by the very talented young men who sleep outside Hanuman Mandir every night, a hot meal of poori-sabzi and a lot of delightful conversation and stories. The programme continued till 4 am. 

The Songs that were sung included, "Mandir, Masjid, Giraja ghar ne baat diya bhagwan ko; Dhari bati, sagar bata,  mat bato insaan ko" (Temples, Mosques and Churches have divided the God; land has been divided, ocean has been divided, don't divide the humans.) 
The walk was also joined by members of the National CityMakers Caravan (nCMc) – the CityMakers Project's five-month long, nationwide campaign for the rights of CityMakers – which  culminated on January 12, 2011. 
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Links to Media Reports on the Walk:

CNN-IBN - http://ibnlive.in.com/videos/139132/a-new-year-party-with-the-homeless.html 

The Hindu - http://hindu.com/2010/12/31/stories/2010123163890300.htm 

