What’s there in a name? – A Lot

Homeless, No; 

Slum Dwellers, Never

Homeless citizens, good
Homeless residents, better
CityMakers, the best!

indu prakash singh*

We, at IGSSS,  call the Homeless Residents, CityMakers
 (CMs) because they are the ones through whose labour, drudgery and sweat, any city gets made. They are the unsung builders of the nation, called India or any country in the world. They continue to remain on the fringes. CityMakers is a positive connotation on what they do in the city. While homeless term is a situational description. CityMakers also subsumes the worth of the makers and their values, who might be poor due to lack of reach / access to resources; but they are rich in terms  of their labour, which brings the being of a city into existence. It’s a tribute to the sacrifices the CityMakers have made. And now the time has come for their being acknowledged and provided all their entitlements. They richly deserve.  As a right, not as a dole.

This is also inherent in the World Charter on the Right to City. The term CityMakers springs from the positive human rights discourse. This  discourse is supported by the Constitution of India and various UN Charters, Covenants and Conventions to which India is a signatory. What better than having new CMs (not Chief Minister, rather CityMakers) of the city, not one but hundreds, thousands and millions. Each empowered by their rights. Each contributing, and the contribution being richly rewarded.
The text of our Constitution seems yet far removed from the soil  of lived exploitations, saga of engineered riots, brazen maladministration, thriving lawlessness under the stick of law ... The space of exclusion is dottedly  draped  by aversion, scorn, regimentation, isolation, destitution, debilitation, dehabilitation, demonisation, derision, dehumanisation…CastExclusion, discrimination  dwarfs everything to it. Saps  the elan and verve. It vivisects to the last remnants. It reasons out wrongs. Never righting  it. One manifestation of this is the homeless residents. 

The homeless. Are citizens. They are residents of a city. They are humans. They have names, unique, lovely and amazing one’s.   Many  are  dalits, Muslims, tribals  - women, children, elderly, destitute, disabled, mentally challenged, mentally stressed & ill, chemical dependents.
Homeless (women, children, disabled, destitute {people surviving on the sharings / offerings of caring citizens, let’s not call them beggars, it’s not just demeaning but inhuman as well to do so and dismissive of the onus of the state}, mentally ill, elderly, men …) is a person who has no roof over her/his head. Even if a person has a home in the village, is that home of any use in the urban context. Besides, if the home in the village could serve all the purpose of a HOME: security, love, health, education, employment, food, land ... why would anybody leave it to sleep on (in) the Footpaths/ corridors/parks, flyovers, handcarts, rickshaws, night shelters (wherever it is there)... of a city. Our surveys in all the cities have shown that it is not the pull factor which is dominant but rather the  push factor. Majority of the homeless in  almost all the cities have had no livelihood option in their villages. So it is not the glamour of the cities which invites the poor, rather it is abject poverty, unemployment, atrocities, riots, droughts, floods etc. which pushes the vulnerable communities out of the villages  to cities.   It’s purely a distress migration.
And in the city the homeless residents and the urban poor  work and subsidise the cost of living of the elite. They are the real builders of the city. And when  the time comes to share the fruit of their labour, they are shunted out to the fringes of the city. Dubbing their existence as illegal.

Thankfully the High Court  of Delhi and the Supreme Court of India, now (in 2010) have asked the  government to provide shelters to the homeless residents, the CityMakers, across the country (1 shelter, per 1 lakh population). The  network, Shahri Adhikhar Manch – Begharon Ke Saath (SAM – BKs), of which,  we too are part, had a major role in this.
The names that our castExcluded society gives are like: chawanni, atanni, petrolia, smakia, solution baaj, chor, uchhaka, utaigir, kangla …
We refuse to use these stigmatising, greatly humiliating words. Hence, the word CityMakers. Some friends feel it’s saying too much and asking too much, and thus far from reality. Wasn’t freedom such a thing, when we had the British colonising us. The word, is itself a trap. Time, to break free, of categories, that shroud realities.

Over to CityMakers!

* Head

SHELTER Sustaining Housing, Health, Education & Livelihoods through Empowerment and Rights Intervention
CityMakers (homeless residents) Programme
Indo-Global Social Service Society (IGSSS) 
28 Institutional Area, Lodhi Road
New Delhi -- 110 003. INDIA
Tel: +91-11- 45705039 (Direct), 45705000, Extn. 239
Fax: 24626259
Mobile: +91 9911362925
Alternate Email ID: i2weness@gmail.com
Website: www.igsss.org
Praxis’s 15th annual International Commune on participatory development (Sep 12 – 21, Shillong) was indeed splendid (Do come for this next year, 2012). More on this  at: www.praxisindia.org   &  http://www.theworkshop.in; See the photos of this workshop -- http://www.flickr.com/x/t/0097009/photos/68266426@N04/6209967039/
 

http://courtnic.nic.in/dhcorder/dhcqrydisp_o.asp?pn=85079&yr=2011
http://www.presstv.ir/Program/182872.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/NGOs-shelters-shut-after-it-pointed-out-UID-flaws/articleshow/9092801.cms
http://www.avaaz.org/en/save_jan_lokpal/?copy
www.sota.dhamma.org
http://www.facebook.com/people/Indu-Prakash-Singh/570390217
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DcJfV1zic22E&h=b3d90
http://mg.co.za/article/2011-03-03-india-counts-its-homeless-amid-demands-for-action/
http://in.news.yahoo.com/huge-number-destitutes-left-census-process-ngos-20110306-033100-245.html
http://www.frontline.in/stories/20101022272108400.htm
http://photophilanthropy.org/blogmedia/gallery-posts/in-search-of-a-roof/. 

Commonwealth Games: Poor banished from public spaces, India ...
http://www.4to40.com/newsat4/index.asp?p=Poor_banished_from_public_spaces
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report_where-have-the-beggars-in-delhi-gone_1446859
http://www.hindustantimes.com/Where-have-the-beggars-in-Delhi-gone/Article1-607577.aspx
http://www.hinduonnet.com/2010/01/05/stories/2010010550700200.htm
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Bangalore/article245170.ece
http://planningcommission.nic.in/plans/stateplan/sdr_pdf/shdr_del06.pdf
http://www.cgnetswara.org/index.php?tag=Subhash


Simone de Beauvoir: ‘One is not born, but rather becomes a woman.’

Rumi:'Be careful never to hurt a human heart.'

Rev. (Dr.) Martin Luther King, Jr.: 'Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.'

Socrates: 'Learning is the  kindling of a flame, not the filling of a vessel.'

Shaheed Bhagat Singh: "Revolution does not mean violence."

Buddha: "We are shaped by our thoughts; we become what we think.

When the Mind is pure, joy follows like a shadow that never leaves."

Thich Nhat Hanh (Thay): "Peace in oneself, peace in the world."

Nelson Mandela: "Running through the struggle like a golden thread was the indomitable human spirit and a capacity for self-sacrifice and discipline."
Nelson Mandela : "Young people are capable, when aroused, of bringing down towers of  oppression and raising the banners of  freedom."
Nelson Mandela :  "No power on earth can stop an oppressed people determined to win their freedom."

Tagore: "You smiled and talked to me nothing and I felt that for this I had been waiting for long."
“We should cultivate boundless love to offer to all living beings in the entire cosmos. Let our boundless love pervade the whole universe, above, below, and across. Our love will know no obstacles, our heart will be absolutely free from hatred and enmity. ”

· Buddha (Translated by Thich Nhat Hanh. 2004. Teachings on Love. New Delhi: Full Circle, p. 12.)
“Everyone listens  to the complaints of the powerful people, no one listens to the implorings of the weak.”

· Premchand (Algyojha)

“They have everything given by God, but nothing given by man [Human Beings].”
-- Manik Khanna
Class IX  A, Blue Bells School, New Delhi,  in 2000 (wrote this after the sensitisation session on homeless –

in The Capital’s Homeless, p. xvi.)
From SELF: "Before death strikes you, know that you are born. Reclaim yourSELF!"

"The depth, runs through every drop of ocean."

IGSSS:
Celebrating 50 years of Life, Freedom, and Dignity!!!
� We informed Robert Chambers (on 10th Sept., 2011 in Delhi at PRAXIS’s felicitation of his 15 long years with the International PRA Commune of PRAXIS)  of our use of the word CityMakers. This is what he immediately wrote to his colleagues:


Robert Chambers <R.Chambers@ids.ac.uk> 10 September 2011 20:03 


To: Jane Stevens <J.Stevens@ids.ac.uk>, Rosalind Eyben <R.Eyben@ids.ac.uk>, "indu@igsss.net" � HYPERLINK "mailto:indu@igsss.net" �indu@igsss.net�


Jane,  … in due course could you please forward two copies of Rosalind’s book (there is a pile in the PRC) to: Indu, Technical Advisor, CityMakers Programme, 28 Lodi Road, Institutional Area, New Delhi 110003


 


Rosalind, I met Indu today, and he told me how powerful it has been, not least in empowering them, to relabel the ‘homeless’ in Delhi as CityMakers.  The book is highly relevant for him and his colleagues.  For quite a number of years they have been working with such people, seeking to empower them and give them voice.  


 


Indu,  This is a great example.  Have you written it up?  A one or two pager?  Or something longer?  Good to share this more widely.  And so good to meet again today and thanks for facilitating the session and giving it point and purpose.


 


Regards to all of you,


 


Robert 


 �
�
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