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This panel discussion examined whether spatial planning policy can tame urban growth and what the impacts of urban
form are, if any, on productivity, the environment and social inclusion. While urban populations have doubled in recent
years, their footprint has increased nearly five-fold and density levels dropped. Despite the popularity of the compact
city model among policymakers, academics and planners, cities across the world continue to sprawl with little control.
This panel discussion examined whether spatial planning policy can tame urban growth and what the impacts of urban
form are, if any, on productivity, the environment and social inclusion.

Major topics covered included arguments for and against the existence/non-existence of evidence to support the case
for compact cities; the tension between environmental sustainability and housing affordability; and agreement that
accessibility and connection is key to ensuring dense city forms have beneficial social and environmental outcomes.
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