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Opening Statement of the Secretary-General 
of the Conference

Excellences, 
Distinguished delegates, 
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is an honour for me to open the first session of the Preparatory Committee of the United Nations Conference on 
Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III).

Allow me to start by congratulating the Co-Chairs of the Preparatory Committee on their election. We have an exciting 
two year period of preparations in front of us, and your leadership will be crucial in the debate on sustainable urban 
development.

You will elect next the remaining members of the Bureau, so let me also extend my warm congratulations to 
them.

On behalf of the Secretariat, I look forward to our collaboration in making this session and our work a success.

I would like to warmly welcome all the Honourable Ministers, Heads of Delegations and all the participants 
who have come from different parts of the world to attend this first session of the Habitat III Preparatory Committee.

I would also like to welcome the representatives of, non-governmental organizations, civil society, including grassroots 
organizations, women groups, youth groups, professionals and academia, foundations and private sector. I welcome 
you all and thank you for your continuous engagement. There are twelve side events already running, and several 
parallel events.

Last week I was able to meet some of you in the Open Consultations prior to this session. I value the views and 
opinions you shared with me during these meetings.

As Habitat II was recognized as a milestone in the partners’ engagement and as we move to Habitat III, we should 
keep the spirit of the preamble of the Habitat Agenda, which stressed the importance of international cooperation and 
solidarity for improving the life of the peoples around the world.

Let me also welcome the Mayors and representatives of Local Authorities. Nearly twenty years ago, some of you 
participated in Habitat II. At that time I was deputy Mayor of Barcelona, and I was tasked by my then Mayor Pasqual 
Maragall to implement the Habitat Agenda in that local context. Mayor Maragall represented Eurocities, Mayor 
Sampaio represented IULA and Mayor Pierre Moroy represented FMDV at the Mayor’s Assembly in Istanbul.
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Dear Mayors,

It has been a pleasure to work with the mayors around the world to unite the voices of local authorities.

Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The world is fast becoming predominantly urban, and relentlessly so. At the beginning of the 19th century, only 2 per 
cent of the world’s population was urban. By the beginning of the 20th century, that percentage had increased to 10. At the 
beginning of our decade, the world’s population living in urban areas had reached 50 per cent.

This rapid urbanization of the planet Earth is an unprecedented challenge in the history of humanity. In forty years, four 
of every five people will live in towns and cities, and ours will be an urban planet.

In comparison, it was not until 1960 that the first 1 billion people had urbanized. We have since then seen a runaway urban 
growth. In the 15 years between 2003 and 2018, 1 billion people will be added to our cities. Most of this growth will occur 
in developing regions. In fact, seven out of ten urban dwellers would be African or Asian in 2030.

Beyond being a demographic phenomenon, urbanization is, in fact, a transformative force that is continually shaping 
societies, their economies, political systems and environments.

In paragraph 134 of the Rio+20 outcome document “The Future We Want”, Governments recognized that, and I quote: “...
if they are well planned and developed, including through integrated planning and management approaches, cities can 
promote economically, socially and environmentally sustainable societies.”

An overview of urbanization from Habitat I in Vancouver 79, Istanbul 96 until now shows how every 20 years, more than 1 
billion people has been added to the figure of urban dwellers, now reaching nearly 4 billion.

Looking at that massive urban development, we can already extract some provisional conclusions.

Urbanization has gone in parallel, altogether with economic growth. With the increased international trade, and with massive 
industrialization, mainly in Asia, we have seen, once again, how urbanization and development go hand in hand.

The important transformation of the world economy and society is presenting new global challenges. We can ascertain 
that urbanization has served well the purposes of growth, but the question is if it has served the purposes of “sustainable 
development”.

In the last 15 years, the UN family has engaged in the Millennium Development Goals, and now we altogether are 
reviewing their accomplishments on the way to the Post-2015 Development Agenda.

The good news are in the reduction of absolute poverty and in some other indicators, but there is still a lot of work to 
be done.

Specifically in our urban approach we have seen how the total number of slum dwellers has increased instead of 
decreased and how urban access to water and sanitation is the MDG goal lagging most behind.

Since Habitat II, a new global awareness has emerged around Climate Change, and its effects on the sustainability of the 
Plant and its ecosystems.

Here we are cognizant of the urbanization and the global emissions of Green House Gasses. 70% of the emissions are 
attributable to urbanization, 40% direct and 30 % indirect.
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........

As we proceed with the consultations on the Post-2015 Development Agenda, and we start the preparations for 
Habitat III, we should move away from fragmented views of sustainable urbanization. Rather, we should focus on creating 
a coherent view of this important phenomenon and its role in sustainable development. We need cities and human 
settlements that are inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.

Our future will be decided in cities. We are failing on how we plan, build and manage our cities. Subsequently, we are 
failing in creating a sustainable future for us and our next generations.

Excellences, Distinguished Delegates,

If current projections are confirmed, more than half the world’s urban population will live in sub-human conditions. 
Already today, almost 60% of the urban population in sub-Saharan Africa resides in slums without running water, minimum 
conditions of hygiene and without access to essential services.

The proliferation of slums and informal economy are not the only obstacle in the urbanization of developing countries.

Other factors also threaten the future of cities, such as vulnerability to natural disasters, socio-political conflicts 
over land and resources. Many cities also fail to provide basic services to their citizens and lack functioning public 
transportation systems. In many countries in the global South, the current development dynamics increases social 
inequalities.

In developed countries, where the urbanization process is consolidated, the city also has a set of challenges. Social 
segregation and loss of quality of public space is threatening peaceful coexistence. Increasing mobility demand in an era 
of cheap energy compromises the viability of many urban areas.
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Excellences, 
distinguished delegates, 
ladies and gentlemen,

The urgency of the accelerated growth experienced by cities around the world should not be an excuse to perpetuate the 
dominant development model of the last seventy years. Cities must grow rapidly to provide housing for over 70% of the 
world’s population in 2050. This is a fact. But there is no justification for urban expansion that lead us to live in more 
segregated, more unequal, more unfair and intolerant cities.

Because, despite the prevailing impression, cities are not the cause of poverty. They accommodate poor people 
because they attract poor residents in search of economic opportunities, not because they impoverish the citizens.

We should leverage our extensive experience in urban development to recover those elements that have created urban 
environments of equity and coexistence. Let’s get away from dynamics and models that prioritize buildings before urban 
matrix, and models that leave the common area at the discretion of commercial and real estate uses.

The backbone of the city is good public space where citizens interact and economic activities are mixed and multiply. 
This public space needs to be legally protected to remain intact over generations.

From successful experiences, we have learned at least four important lessons. First, planning is essential if we are 
to avoid social segregation. Second, between 45% and 50% of land in urban areas must be allocated to public space. 
Third, public spaces should be designed properly to ensure that communities operate efficiently. Finally, the city should 
guarantee adequate population density and mixed use, with the aim of ensuring the necessary proximity of the 
factors of production.

The urbanization process should be planned for the long term, should provide an essential structure, the spine, the 
matrix, the pattern of what would later become the city. Nothing more, nothing less. Over time, economic activities and 
the various social needs will change the shape and urban land uses. But it will not change the pattern. This essential 
element must be defended and protected by the local authority, the repository of political legitimacy, and the rule of 
law. Without social and political understanding of the use and productivity of the common good, there is no capacity for 
planned urbanization.

This new paradigm is of vital importance in developing countries, where most of the rapid growth of urban populations 
will take place. It is both rational and inexpensive. As urbanization is a source of development and not its consequence, 
proper planning of new towns and urban expansions is a necessary foundation for better living and greater equality and 
welfare in urban areas.

Although the creation, protection and preservation of the common good is always an effort of the whole community. It is 
above all the primary responsibility of the government.
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Excellences,

Governments, local authorities and international institutions should place the urban challenges of the twenty-first 
century at the top of its priorities.

The year 2016 should represent a turning point. Habitat III is a unique opportunity for governments and institutions 
around the world to engage in a New Urban Agenda that addresses the challenges of rapid urban growth and offer 
a new model of urbanization.

The public opinion should be sensitized about both the problems of the cities and the potential that these same cities 
have in generating livability, welfare and equity. The urban problem concerns each inhabitant of the earth. 
Citizens, as a political community, should claim loudly their right to the city.

It is in the city where housing rights, life, health, equality, water, freedom of conscience or education, like many others 
are exercised. The right to the city is not like any other right. It is a right based on which all other human rights are 
developed, and will become more so in a future urban planet.
Allow me to conclude by assuring you of my personal support and that of the United Nations as a whole for a successful 
outcome in Habitat III.
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Statement by the Secretary-General on the Preparations for the Conference and Progress 
to date in the implementation of the outcomes of Habitat II and identification of new and 
emerging challenges on sustainable urban development

Excellences, 
Distinguished delegates, 
Ladies and gentlemen,

I have the honour to present you with a progress report, pursuant to General Assembly resolutions 66/207, 67/216 and 68/239, 
on the activities carried out by the secretariat in preparation for the Habitat III Conference. My report also presents proposals for 
activities to be carried out during the preparatory process from 2014 to 2016 in four areas: knowledge, engagement, policy and 
operations. Pursuant to resolution 67/216, I will also present to you a review of the implementation of the outcomes of Habitat II 
and identification of new and emerging challenges on sustainable urban development.

In providing you with an update on preparations for the Conference, I would like to begin with the area of knowledge. In 
its resolution 24/14, the Governing Council of UN-Habitat invited member States to prepare, before the first meeting of the 
Preparatory Committee for Habitat III, national reports. These reports should consider the implementation of the Habitat 
Agenda. They should also describe new challenges, emerging trends and a prospective vision for sustainable human settlements 
and urban development, as a basis for the formulation of a “New Urban Agenda”.

Suggested guidelines and a format for the preparation of national reports were shared with member States in February 2013, 
and the deadline for delivering the national report was set at 30 June 2014.

In order to ensure the full participation of all relevant national stakeholders, I have recommended that member States use their 
National Habitat Committees to prepare their national reports. The Governing Council called upon member States to form 
National Habitat Committees where they did not exist and to strengthen existing Committees to ensure their effective and 
efficient participation in the Habitat III preparatory process, including in the preparation of national reports.

A few countries have submitted their national reports in advance of the first session of the Preparatory Committee. Member 
States are urgently encouraged to finalize their national reports before the end of 2014 in order to allow the Secretariat, in 
cooperation with the United Nations regional commissions, and other relevant organizations, to prepare regional reports. The 
regional reports will draw on the national reports, as well as on available knowledge, resources and data, as input for the second 
meeting of the Preparatory Committee for Habitat III.

Moreover, the Habitat III preparatory process is a unique opportunity to improve the worldwide base of urban knowledge. 
This would be addressed by helping Governments, local authorities and civil society organizations to develop and apply policy-
oriented urban indicators, statistics and other urban information. A working group on urban data will be proposed to strengthen 
current mechanisms assessing global progress in implementing the Habitat Agenda and to monitor and evaluate global urban 
conditions and trends.

In the area of engagement, I have paid particular attention to the important requests from the General Assembly. I intend to build 
on one of the main legacies of Habitat II – the need for participation and partnership of local authorities, civil society 
and grass-roots communities, the private sector, academia and researchers, parliamentarians, professional organizations, and 
children’s, youth and women’s groups, with a view to provide the basis for a comprehensive approach to achieving sustainable 
urban development.

New mechanisms for the promotion of transparency and the effective engagement of civil society should be explored. These 
will be aimed at enhancing the working methods and processes in the preparatory process and the Conference itself. The 
main objective will be to ensure informed discussions and contributions by all relevant stakeholders to the intergovernmental 
decision-making process.
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The World Urban Campaign represents a key platform for public, private and civil society actors to share urban solutions and 
provide inputs to the process leading to the Conference. In the Medellin Declaration, adopted at the seventh session of the World 
Urban Forum, the participants paid particular recognition to the World Urban Campaign. The Campaign was acknowledged as 
a participatory process and partnership platform among actors of change working to ensure an inclusive and encompassing 
process towards Habitat III.

The World Urban Campaign will continue to engage all Habitat Agenda partners and new partners in order to debate urban 
challenges and policies, as well as identify good practices that could contribute to the New Urban Agenda. It will also actively 
engage in national urban campaigns and support communication and outreach activities to promote the participation of all 
stakeholders in national preparations for Habitat III.

The promotion of national urban forums at the national level would also contribute to enabling the effective participation and 
contribution of all Habitat Agenda partners at all stages of the preparatory process and at the Conference itself.

In the area of Policy, I have particularly noted the decision of General Assembly that the Conference should result in a concise, 
focused, forward-looking and action-oriented outcome document. The document would reinvigorate the global 
commitment to and support for housing and sustainable urban development and the implementation of a “New Urban Agenda”.

Moving forward, I intend to establish the work of several policy units on thematic areas that can facilitate the collection of inputs 
to the Habitat III preparatory process in an innovative and inclusive way. Particular attention will be paid to the link between 
the Post-2015 Development Agenda and its implementation in the New Urban Agenda to ensure proper coordination and 
substantive alignment between both processes.

An effective United Nations system-wide coordination mechanism will be established for the preparatory process after 
consultations with all agencies, building on the experience of the inter-agency committee created in 2013. It would work on 
progress made by the United Nations system in the coordinated implementation of the Habitat Agenda and other relevant goals 
and targets.

In the area of operations, I would like to highlight that the General Assembly decided to establish a trust fund for Habitat 
III. It urged international and bilateral donors, as well as the private sector, financial institutions, foundations and other donors, 
to support the preparations for the Conference through voluntary contributions to and to support the participation of developing 
countries in meetings of the Preparatory Committee and at the Conference itself. The Habitat III secretariat will ensure transparency 
and accountability in the management of this trust fund.

I would like to take this opportunity to appeal to you to contribute to the Habitat III trust fund. Generous contributions will 
be important for a broad, inclusive and comprehensive preparatory process and successful conference. Contributions can be 
provided to support the planning and strategic work of the Habitat III secretariat or any of the four areas of work of the Habitat III 
preparatory process.

Excellences, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

Some 18 years after the adoption of the Istanbul Declaration and the Habitat Agenda, the international community is still grappling 
with urban challenges. Significant progress has been made towards attaining the goals agreed in Habitat II. However, there have 
also been setbacks and problems. As we have presented in the report you have before you on the implementation of the Habitat 
Agenda, new challenges have emerged and the relationship between key sectors of society has evolved.

These new challenges and emerging issues will help inform our preparations of a New Urban Agenda for Habitat III.

1. Cities now represent more than half of the world’s population. This demographic shift that took place in 2008, after 
the Habitat II Conference, has a profound impact on how our societies will be shaped in the future.
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2. Secondly, urban expansion in many developing countries has often been characterized by informality, illegality and 
unplanned settlements. In many cases, urban growth has been strongly associated with congestion and loss of urban 
character. With continuing population growth, including migration – and without appropriate responses – this process 
is likely to continue. At the core of this problem is lack of protection of the public space, and availability of accessible 
buildable plots. The lack of availability of well-designed and accessible buildable plots means that suitable land is not 
affordable to most of the urban population. In addition, there is a lack of the proper urban planning and design 
needed for balanced public spaces with buildable plots that can accommodate compact mixed use.

3. Thirdly, while high population growth remains a concern in the least developed countries, countries in many other 
parts of the world are grappling with slower population growth or even population decline. Globally, the number of elderly 
people, aged 60 and above, has more than doubled over the last three decades. In developing regions, many countries 
are experiencing a significant increase in the proportion in young people. This “youth bulge” could represent a potential 
opportunity to spur social and economic development if countries harness the potential of age-structure transformation. 
However, a youth bulge could also increase the risk of domestic conflict – in a context of poor governance, poor 
economic performance and greater inequalities.

4. Inequality has become a universal concern. Differences in access to opportunity, income, consumption, location, 
information and technology are now the norm, not the exception. Gender inequalities persist in many countries and 
contexts. Slums – the most visible manifestation of urban poverty and inequality – continue to grow in most developing 
countries, reinforcing other forms of inequality.

5. An increasing number of urban residents in developed countries experience poverty or social exclusion. Even in 
the European Union, a quarter of the population falls in this category. In many cities, the persistence of intergenerational 
poverty and economic disadvantage is inextricably linked to location. It is also linked to ethnic or racial inequality and 
the historic marginalization of indigenous populations. In addition to these more conventional forms of poverty, however, 
new forms of social exclusion and marginalization are emerging: people who are infrastructure-poor, immigrant poverty, 
young people at risk, and vulnerable elderly, among others.

6. Finally, as the world becomes predominantly urban, the international debate on climate change becomes ever more 
urgent. There will be no solution to climate change without cities. Cities are responsible for as much as 70 % of the 
world’s carbon emissions. A well planned and managed urbanization is a prerequisite for reduction in carbon emissions 
and for increased resilience to climate related disasters.

Habitat III is the ideal occasion for the international community to confront these challenges and seize the opportunities. The 
Conference will be one of the first major global conferences to be held after the adoption of the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda. It will offer an opportunity to develop a shared perspective on human settlements and sustainable urban development. 
Not least, it will give us a chance to discuss the challenges and opportunities that urbanization offers for the implementation of 
the sustainable development goals. Habitat III will also be closely linked to the climate change process in the United Nations.

There is a need to reinvigorate the global partnership and to strengthen different forms of regional and national cooperation 
for sustainable development, including by mobilizing the necessary resources for implementation of the New Urban Agenda. The 
implementation of this agenda will require the active engagement of national Governments and local authorities, civil society, the 
private sector and the United Nations system.

We started out on an ambitious journey almost 40 years ago, at the first Habitat conference, held in Vancouver, Canada, in 1976. 
We have learned a great deal since then, about what works and what does not. We have understood the costs of unplanned 
urbanization and the missed opportunities. Habitat III will give us an opportunity to work together to harness the powerful and 
under-used dynamic of sustainable urbanization to drive the development of our cultures, our societies and our economies for 
the next 20 years.

In closing, I wish the Preparatory Committee fruitful deliberations on the implementation of the outcomes of Habitat II and in the 
identification of new and emerging challenges on sustainable urban development.
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Statement By H.E. Ato Hailemeskel Tefera, State Minister for Urban Development, Housing 
and Construction of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia at the Preparatory 
Committee for the UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat 
III). September 17, 2014. New York.

Co-Chairs ,
Mr. Joan Clos, Executive Director UN HABITATE, 
Ministers,
Ambassadors,
Representatives of International organizations,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
First of all, my deligation would like to congratulate you and other members of the bureau on your election to preside over this 
meeting of the Preparatory Committee.

My delegation also expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General of the Conference and Executive Director of UN-HABITAT 
for the outstanding leadership of the organization and for his tireless efforts to keep Habitat high in the global development agenda.

Co-Chairs,

We are having this meeting at a propitious time. This year marks the final strech to accelerate the implementation of the MDGs and 
the final preparation towards the formulation of the Post-2015 Development Agenda. In all this co-chairs , our deliberation could not 
have been more timely in reflecting upon the implementation of urban development goals of the MDGs and the issues that we need 
to carry on board in the new global development goals and in that of Habitat III.

The Government of Ethiopia believes sustainable urban development can achieved across the nation by provision of Housing through 
combined government intervention, private sector efforts and peoples participation . In this process, the demand and supply gap 
is getting minimum from time to time. Upon the implementation of Integrated Housing Program more than 310,000 housing units 
have been constructed of which 200,000 transferred to the target groups. The program is successful in slum upgrading, creation of 
jobs, income distribution, decent housing ownership, capacitating domestic construction industry as expected during formulation.
Currently, we are closely working on a new comprehensive Urban Housing by which all income groups within the urban system are 
targeted. It is also understood Housing identified as one issues that emerged due to the rapid and continuous economic development 
registered for the last 10 years.

Ethiopia is in the process of preparing the cities prosperity index and national report on Habitat by setting up a national committee. 
The continual and substantial movement of people from rural villages and homesteads to urban villages , small , medium ,and 
large towns, and to the capital city , and the resulting rapid urbanization are all necessary to support the development of industrial’ 
manufacturing and service sectors . In this context, my Ministry is working hard to exploit the opportunities while tackling the urban 
challenges throughout the urban development process.

It goes with out saying that one of the challenges surrounding housing is shortage of financial resources. In order to provide afordable 
and ensure demand-driven housing, we have established a housing saving scheme that targeted diferent income groups. Accordingly, 
from 10-40% saving scheme has been designed with close to 1 million urban dwellers in Addis Ababa become benefeciaries of 
the programe. A proportional amount of loan therefore has been allocated by domestic financial instituions for 15-20 Years with 
minimum interest rates.

Ethiopia also believes that the societal change that accompanies the agricultural to industrial transformation can only be accomplished 
successfully with careful and meticulous advance planning that adresses all aspects of the transformation simultaneously. It is for 
this reason that the Ministry has developed the Ethiopian Cities Prosperity Index - ECPI with the aim of building the framework 
and lay foundations in our towns and cities and the construction industry to achive the country’s vision and for the its countineous 
advancement. As a result, the Ethiopian Cities prosperity intiative building green growth, resilient and well governed cities 2013/14 
-2025 report hasm identified the following nine pillars.
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1) Policy ,research and leadership development
2) MSE development and urban productivity
3) Urban good governance
4) Infrastructure and services
5) Housing development and management
6) Construction industry development and management
7) Urban planning and land management
8) Environment and sustainability
9) Inclusive and safer cities developement

The report will be endorsed soon by the Government and used as a road map to govern our future cities.

Co-Chairs

We all agree that we have made progress to adress the challenges surrounding urbanization over the last decades, but we also 
agree that much still remains to be done if we are to ensure sustanable urban development and affordable housing.

As the Secretary-General of the Conference rightly pointed out in his opening remarks, the progress of MDGs has rather been 
mixed; there has been a decline in poverty but also there has been a rise in the number of urban dwellers. We need to exert more 
efforts to tackle these and other challenges such us climate change to ensure sustainable future for the generations to come. The 
support and cooperation of the international community in this regard is extremely critical.

I thank You.
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