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Knowledge and Capacity after Quito: Mapping Out Academia’s Commitment to the

New Urban Agenda and Sustainable Urbanization

Academics and researchers are advocates for the use of sound research methods, and support the co-
production and sharing of knowledge to better inform policy-making and to strengthen the capacity of
government agencies to serve their constituents. The academic and research community could also
monitor the development, management, governance, and capacity building initiatives of human
settlements worldwide.

With a focus on the creation of a multi-stakeholder “knowledge platform” for sustainable urbanization
and cutting-edge, scalable capacity building initiatives, this Roundtable will demonstrate how and why
researchers and academics promote nature-based innovation, robust science-policy interfaces in urban
and territorial planning and policy formulation, the use of a systems approach to understand and address
complex urban issues, as well as institutionalized mechanisms for sharing and exchanging information and
capacity building techniques.

The Roundtable will focus on a set of actions needed to create and operationalize the engagement and
contribution of the research and academia constituency in the Quito Implementation Plan, as well as in
the monitoring of the New Urban Agenda.

! In collaboration with the coordinating Partner Constituency Group: Research and Academia, General Assembly of Partners (GAP). More
information on the GAP Executive Committee is available here, and the GAP contribution to the Habitat Ill process and the New Urban Agenda,

“Partnerships for the New Urban Agenda,” can be read online here.
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Objectives of the Roundtable

Map out key priorities and activities that the academic and research community can pursue as part of
its commitment to the New Urban Agenda and sustainable urbanization for the next twenty years.
Present and expand upon strategies to strengthen capacity building initiatives, especially in key
regions.

Engage representatives of member states and policymakers in a discussion about the role and specific
input of academia and research in the pursuit of sustainable urbanization.

Present and expand upon existing proposals to establish a global “knowledge platform” for
sustainable urbanization.

Guiding Questions

Which should be the role of research and academia in the implementation of the New Urban
Agenda?

What value would a Multi Stakeholder Knowledge Platform for Sustainable Urbanization add to
existing knowledge production and sharing efforts at the national, regional, and global scales?

How would a Knowledge Platform operate, and what range of financial and human resources would it
require?

What forms of capacity development initiatives does the New Urban Agenda engender/ require to
address urban and rural human settlements in equitable sustainable manner?

How can capacity development initiatives be scaled up and/ or rolled out in the most vulnerable
regions of the world?

How can we ensure a strong engagement from all partner institutions and individuals in the
implementation process of the New Urban Agenda? (And related issues, including funding,
workshops, etc.)

How can we ensure monitoring and evaluation the activities, performance, and achievements of the
Constituent Group in the Quito Implementation Plan?

What value would a Multi Stakeholder Knowledge Platform for Sustainable Urbanization add to
existing knowledge production and sharing efforts at the national, regional, and global scales?

Roundtable Follow Up

How do you propose to monitor the outcomes of this session in order to report back on progress at
the 9" Session of the World Urban Forum (2018, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia)?



