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urban developments and extensions in order to most efficiently protect them from rising sea levels, 
flooding, tsunamis, earthquakes, and other hazards. 

82. We commit to ensure the effective planning, management, and conservation of urban deltas, coastal 
and other environmentally critical areas and hotspots that combine socio-economic and natural/ 
environmental dynamics in different regions of the world. This is important to address global issues, 
such as the provision of drinking water and sanitation, rising sea level, food security, and uncontrolled 
urban development, which are often concentrated in these areas, in order to achieve all ecological, 
economic, and social sustainability in addition to urban resilience. 

83. We finally emphasize the need to shift from reactive to more proactive approaches, while also 
committing to ensure timely and effective local disaster response to address the immediate needs of 
inhabitants following a disaster, as well as the integration of the ‘’Build Back Better’’ principles in the 
post-disaster recovery process to integrate the lessons from past disasters to future planning and 
resilience-building measures. 

 

B. EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION 

84. The realization of transformative commitments set out through the New Urban Agenda will require 
national, sub-national, and local governments to ensure an enabling policy framework, integrated by 
planning and management of urban spatial development, and effective means of implementation at the 
national, sub-national, and local levels. 

 

BUILDING THE URBAN STRUCTURE: ESTABLISHING A SUPPORTIVE NATIONAL, SUB-NATIONAL AND 
LOCAL FRAMEWORK 

85. The effective implementation of the New Urban Agenda will be anchored to the establishment of 
national and local frameworks as well as inclusive and implementable national urban policies, including 
land and housing policies, to guide sustainable urban development as an integral part of the national 
development strategy. Sub-national and local governments should be empowered to implement spatial 
development strategies based on coherent urban planning principles, and the implementing actions 
required by national and local governments should be integrated with stakeholders’ participation as 
well as new partnership arrangements. 

National Level Framework  

86. We will ensure that national urban policies are complemented by sub-national and local policies, and 
are adequately linked with finance mechanisms, as well as urban planning guidelines and regulatory 
frameworks, to integrate urbanization into national development planning.   

87. We commit to develop an integrated national framework to guide urban development in the medium 
and long term, and develop integrated, multi-sectoral, and participatory national and territorial policies. 
We will promote the integration of land, housing, public space and the environment in national urban 
policies, linking them to national development and socio-economic strategies, taking into consideration 
existing institutional capacities and decentralized competencies, as well as the specificities of each 
territory in line with a place-based and context-specific approach.  

88. We recognize that multi-level and multi-actor governance requires national urban policies that set out 
the overall institutional architecture, with the respective competences, tools, and resources clearly 
defined for each level of governance. In this regard, we recognize the need to enable stronger 
coordination between national, sub-national, and local governments and relevant stakeholders.  We will 
ensure that legal and policy frameworks based on the principles of equality and non-discrimination that 
enable local authorities to effectively implement national urban policies and empower them as policy 
and decision makers, ensuring appropriate fiscal, political, and administrative decentralization based on 
the principle of subsidiarity and the respect for local self-government.   
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Sub-National, Metropolitan and Local Framework  

89. We will adopt an integrated approach to urbanization that includes the effective deployment of 
appropriate and progressive urban and housing legislation and policy frameworks, sound and innovative 
financing mechanisms, appropriate land governance, quality urban planning and design, and 
mechanisms for strong civil society engagement in decision-making, as well as implementation and 
monitoring of urban development. 

 
90. We will strengthen the capacity of sub-national governments to implement effective local and 

metropolitan governance, ensuring the involvement of both local and regional governments, but 
providing metropolitan regions with authority over critical metropolitan concerns. Metropolitan 
governance will encompass democratic legitimacy, legal frameworks, and reliable financing 
mechanisms. 

 
91. We will support local authorities in determining their own administrative structures in order to adapt to 

local needs. We encourage appropriate regulatory frameworks and support to local governments in 
partnering with the private sector and communities to develop and manage basic services and 
infrastructure.  

 
Stakeholder Engagement Framework 

 
92. We recognize that successful realization of sustainable urban development in all areas considered by 

this agenda strongly depends on the combined and coordinated effort of all stakeholders involved, both 
governmental and non-governmental. We will therefore implement broader partnerships in a multi-
level governance structure, through the open, democratic and inclusive participation of stakeholders at 
all levels. 

93. This partnership approach includes all stages of the policy process, from planning to budgeting, 
implementation, and monitoring through well-resourced permanent mechanisms that include 
designated times and spaces for all, with particular attention to grassroots and marginalized groups.  

94. This will also be extended to all kinds of partnerships, through ex ante and ex post community-based 
assessments, to ascertain their environmental, social, and economic impacts.  As part of this process, 
we will help to ensure that multi-stakeholder partnerships contribute to the long-term success of 
sustainable urban development and are enabled to build effective links with national, regional and local 
policy initiatives and priorities. 

95. We will put in place broad-based cooperation mechanisms, consultation processes, reviewing 
mechanisms, and platforms that create ownership among different parties, for the monitoring and 
continuous review of national urban policies, including land and housing policies, with the goal of 
informing any amendments, as appropriate.  

PLANNING AND MANAGING THE URBAN SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT 

96. We reaffirm and reiterate the principles and strategies for urban and territorial planning agreed upon in 
the International Guidelines on Urban and Territorial Planning, adopted by the Governing Council of UN-
Habitat at its 25th session in April 2015. 

97. In this regard, the New Urban Agenda aims to implement integrated urban spatial development 
strategies supporting the realization of compact, integrated, and well-connected cities and human 
settlements, including peri-urban areas and the rural hinterland, which will harness the social and 
economic benefits of the urban form.  

Urban Planning and Management 

98. We will implement urban and territorial plans including city-region and/or metropolitan plans, to 
encourage synergies and interactions between and among separate urban areas, and develop regional 
infrastructure projects that stimulate economic productivity, promoting equitable growth of regions and 
reinforcing links between urban, peri-urban, and rural areas.  

99. We will implement planned urban extensions, infill and regeneration, upgrading and retrofitting, as 
appropriate, ensuring integrated and participatory approaches involving all stakeholders and 
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Sub-National, Metropolitan and Local Framework  

89. We will adopt an integrated approach to urbanization that includes the effective deployment of 
appropriate and progressive urban and housing legislation and policy frameworks, sound and innovative 
financing mechanisms, appropriate land governance, quality urban planning and design, and 
mechanisms for strong civil society engagement in decision-making, as well as implementation and 
monitoring of urban development. 

 
90. We will strengthen the capacity of sub-national governments to implement effective local and 

metropolitan governance, ensuring the involvement of both local and regional governments, but 
providing metropolitan regions with authority over critical metropolitan concerns. Metropolitan 
governance will encompass democratic legitimacy, legal frameworks, and reliable financing 
mechanisms. 

 
91. We will support local authorities in determining their own administrative structures in order to adapt to 

local needs. We encourage appropriate regulatory frameworks and support to local governments in 
partnering with the private sector and communities to develop and manage basic services and 
infrastructure.  

 
Stakeholder Engagement Framework 

 
92. We recognize that successful realization of sustainable urban development in all areas considered by 

this agenda strongly depends on the combined and coordinated effort of all stakeholders involved, both 
governmental and non-governmental. We will therefore implement broader partnerships in a multi-
level governance structure, through the open, democratic and inclusive participation of stakeholders at 
all levels. 

93. This partnership approach includes all stages of the policy process, from planning to budgeting, 
implementation, and monitoring through well-resourced permanent mechanisms that include 
designated times and spaces for all, with particular attention to grassroots and marginalized groups.  

94. This will also be extended to all kinds of partnerships, through ex ante and ex post community-based 
assessments, to ascertain their environmental, social, and economic impacts.  As part of this process, 
we will help to ensure that multi-stakeholder partnerships contribute to the long-term success of 
sustainable urban development and are enabled to build effective links with national, regional and local 
policy initiatives and priorities. 

95. We will put in place broad-based cooperation mechanisms, consultation processes, reviewing 
mechanisms, and platforms that create ownership among different parties, for the monitoring and 
continuous review of national urban policies, including land and housing policies, with the goal of 
informing any amendments, as appropriate.  

PLANNING AND MANAGING THE URBAN SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT 

96. We reaffirm and reiterate the principles and strategies for urban and territorial planning agreed upon in 
the International Guidelines on Urban and Territorial Planning, adopted by the Governing Council of UN-
Habitat at its 25th session in April 2015. 

97. In this regard, the New Urban Agenda aims to implement integrated urban spatial development 
strategies supporting the realization of compact, integrated, and well-connected cities and human 
settlements, including peri-urban areas and the rural hinterland, which will harness the social and 
economic benefits of the urban form.  

Urban Planning and Management 

98. We will implement urban and territorial plans including city-region and/or metropolitan plans, to 
encourage synergies and interactions between and among separate urban areas, and develop regional 
infrastructure projects that stimulate economic productivity, promoting equitable growth of regions and 
reinforcing links between urban, peri-urban, and rural areas.  

99. We will implement planned urban extensions, infill and regeneration, upgrading and retrofitting, as 
appropriate, ensuring integrated and participatory approaches involving all stakeholders and 


